VERMONT QSO PARTY RULES
1) Objective:   

The VERMONT QSO PARTY provides the opportunity for Amateur Radio Operators to contact and exchange QSO information with Vermont Amateur Radio operators. Stations outside Vermont work Vermont stations. Stations within Vermont work everyone.
1A) Special rules for W1AW/1 operation in 2026:


(A) Certain Vermont stations will be authorized to use W1AW/1 
during the 2026 Vermont QSO Party. These operators must first 
register with W1SJ prior to the QSO Party and enter time, band 
and mode of W1AW/1 operations.


(B) Authorized W1AW/1 operators can opt to use either the W1AW/1 
call (as per the W1AW/1 schedule) OR their own call at other 
times.

  
(C) For operators using both W1AW/1 and their own call, scores 
will be computer for both calls and added together for a final 
QSO Party score.


(D) QSO’s with W1AW/1 must include the full exchange to count for 
towards the QSO Party. That is, signal report and state or 
province or country or county (or grid square on digital)

(E) W1AW/1 may be worked in each Vermont County on each 
band/mode. On digital, W1AW/1 may be worked from each Vermont 
grid square.


(F) Stations OUTSIDE of Vermont will get an additional 2 point 
bonus for each W1AW/1 station they work. Vermont stations will 
not get this bonus.


(G) Only QSO’s on authorized Vermont QSO Party frequencies will 
count for credit. W1AW/1 QSO’s on 30, 17 and 12 meters will ONLY 
count for digital credit using the recognized FT8 or FT4 
frequencies.


(H) W1AW/1 QSO’s outside of the Vermont QSO Party operating hours 
(February 7, 0000Z until February 8, 2359Z will not count for QSO 
Party credit.

 
(I) Vermont stations operating as W1AW will email their W1AW/1 
Cabrillo and ADIF log directly to w1sj@arrl.net. Vermont stations 
using their own call will submit their logs as normal through the 
contest robot as specified below.

2) Date/Time: 

The Vermont QSO Party will be held on the first full weekend of February. The 2026 Vermont QSO Party will start at 0000 UTC on February 7, 2026 and end 2400 UTC on February 8, 2026. This corresponds to a start time of 7:00 PM EST on Friday, February 6 and an end time of 7:00 PM EST on Sunday, February 8, 2026. This is a 48 hour period and stations may choose to operate any number of hours within this period. 

3) Categories: 
 

(A) Single operator: One person performs all operating and logging functions. Only one transmitted signal is permitted on the air at any time. There are no limits on band changes. A club station can operate in this category if all of the requirements shown above are met. All outside Vermont stations are considered to be Single operator.
 

(B) Multi-operator: Those obtaining any form of live assistance, such as relief operators or loggers. Club stations with multiple operators would be in this category. Club stations utilizing a single operator and no assistance would be in the Single Operator category.
 
(C) Mobile or Rover: This includes stations operating from multiple counties in Vermont. Stations can opt to use a variety of antennas or power systems.
 

4) Power: Three power output categories for all categories. Logs not showing power output category will be listed as high power.
 

(A) QRP - 5W PEP output or less
(B) Low Power - More than 5W PEP and less than or equal to 150W PEP output
(C) High Power - more than 150W PEP output
 

5) Modes: 

 Entrants may use any combination of modes.
 

6) Contest Exchange: 
 

(A) Vermont stations send signal report and Vermont county.
(B) W/VE stations (including Alaska and Hawaii) send signal report and state or province.
(C) DX stations (including U.S. Territories) send signal report. 
Properly configured contest software will determine the DXCC country and list the official prefix.
 

7) Scoring: 
 

(A) QSO Points: 
Each complete non-duplicate Phone contact is worth 1 point, per band. Each complete non-duplicate CW contact is worth 3 points, per band. Each complete RTTY contact is worth 2 points, per band. Each complete non-duplicate Digital contact is worth 2 points, per band. All digital modes (WSJTx) count as a single mode. No partial contact credit. No duplicate contact credit. 
(B) Multipliers: 

Multipliers include the following possibilities:


(a) 50 U.S. States. Use standard 2-leter postal abbreviations. DC is counted as MD.

(b) 13 Canadian Provinces and Territories (per RAC listing): AB, BC, MB, NB, NL, NS, NT, NU, ON, PE, QC, SK, YT.


(c) 14 Vermont Counties: ADD, BEN, CAL, CHI, ESS, FRA, GRA, LAM, ORA, ORL, RUT, WAS, WNH, WNS. Vermont stations on a county line may be claimed as a QSO and a multiplier from each county (2 QSO's and 2 multipliers).

(d) DXCC Countries, as designated by the official ARRL DXCC listing. U.S., Canada, Alaska and Hawaii will not count as DXCC multipliers.


(e) Approved Vermont club stations.  A licensed Vermont Club station must inform the QSO Party Manager no later than one week prior to the event and commit to at least 5 hours of operation. The station must be shown with a current license issued in Vermont to count. The Contest Manager may also designate additional Vermont stations as special multipliers. Stations must be consistent in their call sign usage, i.e. no using one call sign and then switching to a club call to give out multipliers.

(f) Special multiplier rules for FT8 and other WSJTx modes. Participants in Vermont may count these QSOs for multiplier credit by totaling up the number of grid squares worked, dividing by 3, and rounding down. This number is then added to any other non-grid-square multipliers worked on other digital modes. Participants outside of Vermont may count the total number of Vermont grid squares worked, which is a maximum of 5: (FN34, FN33, FN32, FN44, FN35).
(1) For Vermont stations, the multipliers are:  U.S. States, Canadian Provinces, DXCC Countries, Vermont Counties and Vermont Club Stations. A multiplier can be counted only once per mode, regardless of the number of bands on which it is worked. (See rule (f) above for digital modes).
(2) For Non-Vermont stations: Vermont Counties and Vermont Club Stations. A multiplier can be counted only once per mode, regardless of the number of bands on which it is worked. (See rule (f) above for digital modes).

(C) Penalties:
Miscopied call signs or information will result in the loss of the QSO. If that one QSO is the only one to claim a multiplier, then that multiplier is also lost. 
(D) Final Score: Multiply QSO Points by total multipliers by the power multiplier (see below). 

(1) Power Multiplier:

If all QSO's were made using 5W or less, multiply your score by 2
If all QSO's were made using more than 5W and less than or equal to 150W output, multiply your score by 1.5
If any or all QSO's were made using more than 150W, multiply your score by 1

  

Example:  Final Score = Total Points  X Total Multipliers X Power Multiplier

8) Frequencies:


Use of 30, 17 and 12 meters are prohibited except when operating FT8/FT4 on the recognized frequencies of 10.136/10.140, 18.110/18.104 and 24.915/24.919 MHz upper sideband only. VHF and UHF frequencies are allowed, but repeaters may not be used. Otherwise, operators may use any frequency allowed by their license, however, it is suggested that activities concentrate in the following areas to aid in finding activity:


(A) Phone: First 25 KHz of General Phone band, 1850-1875 KHz, 28.400-28.425 KHz.


(B) CW: 25 KHz above the lower band edge and up.


(C) Digital: Customary frequencies used for digital operations.
9) Miscellaneous: 
 

(A) All information, including call signs and exchange information, must be correctly copied over the air and recorded in the log. 
THE USE OF ANY SOFTWARE WHICH LOOKS UP ADDRESS INFORMATION VIA DATABASE OR INTERNET IS PROHIBITED.  

(B) No cross-mode contacts.
(C) Use of spotting nets (operator arrangements involving assistance through DX-alerting nets, Packet Cluster, CW Skimmer, self spotting, etc.) is permitted.  Please be courteous in the use of the networks. 

(D) Use of remote receivers/transmitters and repeaters is not permitted. An operator may use remote access to control a single station used in the QSO Party. The location of the transmitter and antenna will determine whether the station is in Vermont or outside Vermont.
(D) Stations may be worked once per mode, per band.
      i.e., WC4E may be worked on 20 CW, 20 SSB, and 20 digital for credit.

(E) Your call sign must indicate your DXCC country (portables in Hawaii and Alaska must sign /KH6 or /KL7).
 

10) Reporting: 
 

(A) Entries must be received electronically no later than 14 days after the end of the contest (February 22, 2026 at 7PM EST). The Vermont QSO Party strongly encourages the submittal of electronic logs. Submission of a floppy disk will not be allowed. Contest log must be in Cabrillo Format! Make sure your contest software will produce this for you. Logs in any other type format are not acceptable and will be returned. If you have problems with the conversion, contact the Contest Manager.

(1) Electronic submission. VTQSO logs to be submitted on 
line at this site:    

https://www.b4h.net/vtqp/vtqpsubmitlog.php
There will be a separate uploads for Cabrillo logs (for 
phone/cw QSOs) and ADIF logs (for digital QSOs). 

(2) Via Regular Mail. Paper contest logs may be submitted via postal mail to: Vermont QSO Party, PO Box 9392, South Burlington, VT 05403-9392. Mailed logs MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN FEBRARY 22, 2026). When submitting paper logs, please include summary sheet and dupe sheets. A summary sheet is not required for logs sent electronically in Cabrillo format. 

(B) Logs must indicate the location (Vermont county, State or Province (NOT ARRL Section), category (single or muli-op), power level (high, low, QRP), call sign used and the call sign of the operators for a multi-op. Any log missing this information will not be acceptable. Please check before you submit!

(C) Logs must indicate band, mode, date, time in UTC, calls, sent exchange (signal report and state/county/province/DXCC prefix) and received exchange (signal report and state/county/province/DXCC prefix). Logs missing information will be flagged with errors or rejected. It is the responsibility of the participant to correct all errors before the deadline.
(C) Logs that have been received will be listed on the Vermont QSO Party Web site in a timely manner.
(D) Final results will be posted on the Vermont QSO Party Web site 90 days after the end of the contest.

 

11) Awards: 
 

(A) The 3 highest single operator scorers outside Vermont, and with a U.S. mailing address will receive a miniature jug of genuine Vermont Maple Syrup or similar prize.
(B) Certificates will be awarded to the top scorers in each category from Vermont and outside Vermont. 

(C) Certificates will be awarded to Vermont stations who make at least 100 QSO’s and non-Vermont stations who make at least 20 QSO’s.
(D) Special awards may be awarded at the discretion of the Vermont QSO Party Contest Manager.
12) Condition of Entry: 
Each entrant agrees to be bound by the provisions, as well as the intent, of this announcement, the regulations of his or her licensing authority and the decisions of the Vermont QSO Party Contest Committee.
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